Sample Syllabus

World Religions 

Course Description
The course provides an overview of the world’s religious traditions. We will begin by discussing the nature and study of religion. Then we will launch into an introduction to the various world religions. Given the breadth of the subject matter, we will want to strike a balance among the texts, traditions, and practices of each religion. Throughout the course we will discuss questions that highlight the similarities and differences between Christianity and the other religions. We will seek to understand these traditions sympathetically, with a goal of appreciating the world’s diverse religious communities. The course exposes students to the beliefs, cultures, and histories of a variety of non-Western peoples and encourages students to think about the presence and significance of religious traditions worldwide. 

Required Texts
Farhadian, Charles, Introducing World Religions: A Christian Engagement (Baker Academic)

Class handouts

Recommended Texts
Confucius, Analects
Eliade, Mircea, The Sacred and the Profane 

Laozi, Tao Te Ching 

Lewis, C. S., The Great Divorce
Stoller Miller, Barbara (trans.), Bhagavad Gita 
Learning Goals

1.
Christian Orientation: (a) encourage students to think “as Christians” about topics in world religions, (b) invite the cultivation of Christian habits of integrity and self-reflection geared toward addressing issues of justice and truth, (c) encourage students to think empathetically about the world religions. 


2.
Diversity: (a) gain an appreciation of cultural, religious, and linguistic diversity and the integrity of the world’s religious traditions, (b) to understand the worldwide nature of religion and particularly Christianity.


3.
Critical-Interdisciplinary Thinking: (a) encourage students to engage in multidisciplinary approaches to the study of religions in contexts, utilizing insights from religious studies, social theory, sociology and anthropology to illuminate the nature of the world religions, (b) expose the limits of various disciplinary approaches to studying the world’s religions.


4.
Active Societal and Intellectual Engagement: (a) students will be invited to be active Christians in the world, engaging religionists from a wide variety of religious traditions, (b) students will gain confidence to speak and dialogue with people who follow various world religions, sympathetically, respectfully, and as Christian witnesses.


5.
Written and Oral Communication: (a) student writing will improve over the course of the semester, (b) students will be encouraged to incorporate primary and secondary sources into well-written papers, (c) students will have an opportunity to lead a class discussion.

Course Requirements

1.
Attendance and Participation (10%). Attendance is mandatory and subject to the policies of the university. Failure to appear for any examination will result in an “F” for that examination. Beyond your attendance in class, the Attendance and Participation grade includes the following requirements: 


2.
Two Papers (30%). Each paper counts for 15%. Papers will be graded on the basis of content, grammar, style, and presentation (see Instructions for Paper Formatting sections below). Rules regarding plagiarism will be strictly enforced. Papers should be 2000 words in length. Please italicize all book titles and foreign words. Note: as a reminder, back up all your work, especially your papers, as extensions will not be given due to computer problems.


3.
Two Examinations (30%). Each examination counts for 15% toward your course grade.


4.
Final Examination (30%).
Instructions for Paper Formatting

1.
In the upper right-hand corner type your name, the date, the course number, and the number of words in the paper. Never use a cover sheet.


2.
Two lines down, centered, type the title of your paper.


3.
Use Times New Roman 12-point font.


4.
Set your line spacing to double.


5.
Use one-inch margins on all sides.


6.
Place page numbers in the lower center of all pages, except the first.


7.
Italicize all non-English words.


8.
Staple the assignment (if more than one page) in the upper left-hand corner.


9.
Write the paper as though the reader knows nothing of the material. You will need to define terms.

Reading Schedule
	Week
	Topic

	1
	Welcome and Introduction to Course
Introduction to the Nature and Study of Religion: Theories
• Farhadian, Chapter 1
• Eliade, Introduction and Chapters 1–2

	2
	Introduction to the Nature and Study of Religion: Theories 
• Farhadian, Chapter 1
• Eliade, Introduction and Chapters 1–2
Possible feature-length films:
1. Nazarin (1959)
2. The Sun (2004)
3. Walkabout (1971)
4. The Hunger Games (2012)
5. Smoke Signals (1998)
6. Whale Rider (2003)

	3
	The Hindu Tradition 
• Farhadian, Chapter 2
• Eliade, Chapters 3–4
Possible feature-length films:
1. Gandhi (1982)
2. Water (2005) 
3. Monsoon Wedding (2001) 
4. Devi (1960) 
5. Mahabharata (1989)

	4
	The Hindu Tradition 
• Farhadian, Chapter 2
• Eliade, Chapters 3–4
Film: Long Search series, “330 Million Gods”

	5
	The Buddhist Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 3
Film: Long Search series, “Footprint of the Buddha—India” (Sri Lanka)

	6
	The Buddhist Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 3
Film: Long Search series, “The Land of the Disappearing Buddha” (Japan) 
Possible feature-length films: 
1. Kundun (1997) 
2. Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter . . . and Spring (2003) 
3. Little Buddha (1993) 
4. The Cup (2000) 
5. Himalaya (1999) 
6. Why Has Bodhi-Dharma Left for the East (1989)

	7
	The Jain Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 4

	8
	The Sikh Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 5
Film: Bhhag Milkha Bhaag

	9
	Taoism and Confucianism
• Farhadian, Chapter 6
Film: Long Search series, “Taoism: A Question of Balance” (Taiwan) 
Possible feature-length films: 
1. Confucius (2010) 
2. Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000) 
3. Yellow Earth (1984)

	10
	The Jewish Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 7
Film: Long Search series, “Judaism: The Chosen People” 
Possible feature-length films: 
1. Kadosh (1999) 
2. A Serious Man (2009) 
3. Fiddler on the Roof (1971) 
4. Masada (1981) 
5. Sunshine (1999) 
6. Schindler’s List (1993) 
7. The Chosen (1981) 
8. Avalon (1990) 
9. The Hiding Place (1975)

	11
	The Christian Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 8
Film: Long Search series, “Catholicism: Rome, Leeds, and the Desert” 
Film: Long Search series, “Orthodox Christianity: The Romanian Solution” 
Possible feature-length films: 
1. Andrei Rublev (1966) 
2. Jesus Christ Superstar (1973) 
3. Babette’s Feast (1988) 
4. Flowers of St. Francis (1950) 
5. The Gospel According to St. Matthew (1964) 
6. The Passion of the Christ (2004) 
7. The Seventh Seal (1957) 
8. The Apostle (1997) 
9. Black Robe (1991) 
10. Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace (1999) 
11. Luther (2003) 
12. The Mission (1986) 
13. Romero (1998) 

	12
	The Christian Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 8
Film: Long Search series, “Protestant: Spirit USA” (Indiana)

	13
	The Islamic Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 9
Film: Long Search series, “Islam: There Is No God but God” (Egypt)

	14
	The Islamic Tradition
• Farhadian, Chapter 9
Possible feature-length films: 
1. The Message (1976) 
2. The Color of Paradise (1999) 
3. Monsieur Ibrahim (2003) 
4. Taste of Cherry (1997) 
5. The Willow Tree (2005) 
6. Paradise Now (2005) 
7. Wedding in Galilee (1987) 
8. Divine Intervention (2002) 

	15
	New Religious Movements
• Farhadian, Chapter 10
Film: Long Search series, “Alternative Lifestyles in California: West Meets East” 
1. The Other Side of Heaven (2001) 
2. Sons of Perdition (2010) 
3. Ticket to Heaven (1981)

	16
	Theologies of Religions
• Farhadian, Chapter 10


4

